OLARIA is an un-
discoversd coun-
rv. and thore han
never bsen any-
thing writlen
about it in the
NeWspapers,

Polarin weae ofnte s perfectly while
coyniry, Piia in thé swmmer thero

were [0 green lesvis and bright Row-

ore; they ware sll white. The forests
were ad | white like the frost-fo)sis
o the window panes in the winter

them:

old, hed white hair, aud shite fads
VYilie statutes mnd they always dressed

n white, |

Pataria has for o long parfod bheen o !
Wery  prouperouds country. Bur at ome jdown the flower beds of her garden.
fime thete whre two yers serious She Jeaned on sn jvory staff and her

— =

ix Derectives[ooking over | rf}ﬁ
e Witch's garden walle

au=es for vnhappiness in Polaria,

One ®As n girange diseass, pecullar
ip ihe countrs, Which the doctrs - -
calied by m lewrned pame, whichy meant | s .//'
"hamdr for enior People who were '\j
ailneked By 1L uever meeoversd, buat AN rd
wonl abontl with their syos shut. By | \:

Heoping thelr oyos shut they ecould - e,
ftmagine colore, and  tHe doclors or- _/"‘17“
dered thnt tventment.  Fully one-third | . =

o the population «f Polaria groped

Rbteont with thelr siex shut, and ‘that
wanr o grest ovil, kinee It hindered pro-
gross, as ant! gy Jooking awkwand and

surid

The other afliotion of TPolaris. was
dino of the nature of a disease, al-
though It was A moral one. it might
Bave been callsd a gpreat nntional dis-
gontent. cod 1t affected only the ricing
genmation, Al chlldren were attacked
By It and the doctars could oot gure
thian: nud dHoally s natiopa) councl

dis helil 10 @t {f anihlhg more could

be dane.
The council was in sesaion  for o

wealt. The king of Polaria announced
It ne hiz opinipn that the cause of the

» White Witch enrned her liv-
Ing in that way. She zol
natling for her witchorafi,
for she predicted mnothing

rEWIlKINS: BN R ot n

) : ithat, Binch magic was =
rapiti] offence in Polarta and  ghe could
nol have practieed thal if ghe had
wanied o, '

When the king and the Jond high

house. the king made an exclamation.

“What s the matier? asked the
lord high chambefisin, for he could not
se2 with hiy eyes ahut.

over the witch’s gardsn wall," repliad
the king,

ermment deteciives In the white groat

fMoe, a1 his eyes.

his chin on the ledge Hice the rest

However, this left the King and
councll ‘and the country in sreal per-
Benrybody felt tHAL the law 1

¥
t feast of &% ne-
 kay fn the White Witeh.
whis was to be burned. It dld not seam
polite’ to mak her assigtance, when :
wrre sting to burm hit
decidedly, that he for one bad not t

_Another council wis cxlled and it}
was decided (hat (he King should visit|).
her and see if thiy could not effect: a

e, ;
Sa.an the night hefore the duy set)
Hfor - the executicn, the King and: the
Lord High Chamberinin and the six
detectives all tadle leanterns and went
of the White Witoh,
robbins flew In
thelr faces, nand stincked them with
thedr Jittle benks, but the witoh snid hor
spedl over them, npd they settled quietly
down on her bostm ngein,

Then the King stited the caxe and
tried to #ffect n oompromise.
listened attantively. and then declitred
her willlngness 1o give them all the ns-
gistance In her power if they would
spare her e and permit hier o water
own gurden with
tnd brewad in
the toa kettle, but ajso all ihe gardens
in the country
"But thit 1 Black Magic,” objscted

chamberiain cdme in gight of the witeh's
not oniy  her
ten. which' sho

national epifemic was extinet,

The king wished o zive the White
Witeh i pénslonp, but she refused, say-
[ing she preferped knitting her avchi-

“Thers stand =ix deisctives: ooking

It is strictly White Magie,™ sald ihel
witeh Drmid, and she woulkd nist yield
& jot of hér combitions

And indeed there were six of the gov- tectural lags for a livelihood,

v The witch ulso medes n magic ointe
eongent to refialn from using lier tea ment with which she anointed all the
She | golls In her storehouse, and
COUrae, |ohechs and Hps beceme rory. and their
made a deadiodk, They began to think | halr flaxeén; and brown, and golden,
a compromise could not be effsctad, but und shs also made the other prescnis,
snddenly the chief of palice foll upon
his Enees bofors the King.
Yaur majasty"
sae a wiy oul of this difioutty.
“What 1s 1t sild thie hing.
“At the garden your majesty sinted

fhe would not
chits and capes and white peaked hud, |
(which was thelr uniform. standing on
{tiptoe lopking over the witch’s garden
(wall. They resied thelr ching on the
ddge of the wall, and cuch had the
he pastures were while alisn and 'r-"'h‘*:’-"f"e" which was his insignin of
white cattle with-horns tke gzl and

sheep with fletces lKe silver T M a0 fied the horse io 0 swhite birch
tizs, then '::1 iind&tlm lnrd high charmn-
ARl the 1= in Polaria, youug and [berlain joined the detéctives and Jobked
Al e peot over the garden wall, The Jord high
chamberiain had his eyes shut, of
[course, bot he stond tiptees and rested

Kettl# and have her 1ife spored.
wiis abstinzte,

ihe expresa  wagone, and #leds
Noah's arks and all, gay with her muag-
She was busy doy ind night

Whan the next Chrisunan drew near
the Kink-and the Lord High Choamber-
Inin drove down one afiermoon In' the
‘white chais¢ to 'See the wilch,

“No nothing” sald the White Witch,

“SWhat 1" orled
Christmas treex? habhg no! ntoekings?
buy no presems?

The king drew reln bafore the wall

The White Witeh wan moving up and “Why, then.‘s‘r'ln‘ mijosty, I it = ot

Tlaus, papal” Interruptsad

“Yes," mald the clerk, “mll_of them
e et u:rt':m his  chair

_;

o ! ing o
'but encountering & W@fereﬂﬁ
tory (gaze; he-salif: "'Of, yex 1 ses, That

is a different thing: Put the pachnge
on the table T will give 7o s deckefon

] ; ! T fEcime Hme today"
: sl Morepver, there were oong

to ba bopght. for the ki

e e T e derad &1L Loy

cloaed, and the lkeepers to reilre

ns,
‘the C’hrist.mud y
¥ locked nwoay, And went
ahout the eountry with her white tea
r atl gardens with her
0 ha whole faco of the
country batame chi , T
dant and blooming.  Porple gr
ripened on the walls and rogy &
anid peaches gnd golden oranges,
Apally also, the jikaple got rosy e
d black. and gaiden halr,
ur with thell aves gpen)
Finally the doctors anriounced thal the

After the cleric deparisd. father and
sam esol the packige with much purls
ofoly, With what artliss hopoes were
these moticy envelopes traighied! Some
were clean. Some were dirty.  Some
werd carefully spelled, but most exhib-
ited no acquidntuncy with the distion-
ory whatever. #ome looked as if they
ought to b fumigated. Ona or two
were an neat ag o meedie, Buf ouch
one was unmistakabiy addpessed to

Pef bihe Chelstmus saint, exch déserved n

hettar answer than thal found In the
carrespondent’s morgns 2l Woashington.
The postmasier's son: sorisd the 18-
tai=s pyer with muoh dhgerpei
Do ok ar this enel Whnt writing!
Lok at that comical gorawl—and this!

in the st of Black Magle, 1L must ba

“Tio nothing.' said the White Witch.
White Magie, of conrse” 2

“On Chrigtmas do pnothing!” sohood |

have =&t myself 1]

am ahle (b do)' raplisd Ehe witeh with |

i

(

dignity, and she would say no more.

The King got into this syhite chaiss
and drove away with the chamberinin,
They yesolved to  trust her, although)
they falt unensy In thelt mindes.
seem as i any countfy must go
pleces that made no proparctions at ail ||
for Christmas

But nothing whatever was done The
zhutters remiined up ot the shop win-
dowsg, the doors were barred and there
no frs cut for

A
1

On Christmas ove the White Witeh
went through the storehnousre nnd $tood
hefore nll the cornsrs and wills, and
gald dver sight (lmes:

Loy Lan, Liminy, Nan.

[sey, Adney, Acheoy, Ann,

FUT A PLATE OF SOUP.

I'say, aren’t they lttls fools to write
to Saint Nick as if he wore an acrunl
persen? The (dlocy of B @ een't dom-
prelienid a child doing stuch @ thing!™

Do ve my will It ye will. or will not,
Or—=Diminy. Woxy, Vicksay, Hot

while she waited

troudle was the great prosperity of the | o gown was ruffled around her

country, and e sbkense of  mxes,

Everything was o cheap (hal the chil- o

like & white plpk. 'Long ribibons float-

dren had all they wanied, and conse- |04 from her white steeplp-crowned Hat

Auanily wers not sptisfed with any-
ibing

Frvirybody voted ‘yes
thers ware ha contra

minds, bt

 Bhe carried her white teaketile and the
iwhite steam was coming out of the

tn this, and | spout, and-the lid was bobbing up and

| dtiwn as if thers wers still a fire under-

thaugh they knew the cause, [t was not (neath {t. Sha potured a little of the
$0 epFy lo #ettie upon any remedy for boiling fluld in the teakettle over the

the evil

did not o home at noon, but they gol
nt nearor a volotion,

| dry ronts of the dead flowers and frults

The ecouncll was in ses=lon twelve land vegetables, Liltle ralnbows ap-
hours & Aoy, and the members sll
brought thelr dinners o tin pails, and | green leaves, bright fiowers and [frults

peared in the sieam: then directly

SprRng up.

he King and the six detoctivos

Yol it wag very imporiant that somre- |stared at the green lettuce and blue

thing should be done speedlly ag Clirlst- | violets, wni- red  steawherries, with

mas was approaching. and on that day | round eyes; {hey had never seen any

the spidemic of discontent atways grew | hut white ones before.

positively wlarmisg. Wheu the cilldren
Wore phren (hels presents of the Cheist- | so corlous that he ventuped o peep
lout, of the porner of one eve, then
| direptly opened both eves wide. T

Many' Mitle boys had their forehends: oin s2¢ coloras with my ayes opan!

mas tress they were s disoontonted
that they pelied gach other with them.,

The Lord High Chamberlain graw

ﬁ?tmd with brown pa for weeks, { he oried in delight.

soatie 1hey had boen Bl by jumping-

| *Thle must he Rlack Aaglo,” sild

jacle, snd Nonh's nrke and tope, Lit-|the king in & low voice

tle girie, ton, dragsed the dolls from

It must be, your majesty.” assented

tholr stocking: on Christmas morning  the six Uetectives.

and thréw them out of the winfdows; .
ard 8% the dolis in Polaria had feel. manual of magic in his pocke

The king happened to have a W}I‘l'
12

ings. that was truly shocking to the “There I8 nothing like this in the Jist

communils,

The poor dolle whoe hal been invent- _ |
ol t.\": Froat genifus of Polarie and| WL _then. vour majesty. It must
hatd Feslings IFl‘lnt. As patural as life, lay iy
upder the wifhdaws in the snow-banks = : AN
gnd wept piteously, ntil the officers | Magic must be Black Magie. of course.
of the Humane soclaly me with am-
bulances and guihered themr aap, Thera

11'}: bgandebe -1 £
2ot o for Lhe houae s Ll
_ﬁth:'vhauw-té\_ ¥ o

wire dalls in white satin traine anpd

pllver crownd, Bkes quecns, who could

walk and ik, and baby dolls, and

Pofutifisl hos dslle and they all had
Yeallpge: but It made no dlfvrenoce. The

lictio ginls pejncied them afl
On the Chriztmas the rear belore it

had bean suggotted that all the children |
he summones into the morket place on
Christmas dgy and % obliged to ex-/
change thelr presents, The plan bad
begn tried but had nearly occasioned
#» riot. The children hud been more
discontanted than ever when foreed to
take esch other's presents. The air

had bern thick w'th toys and dolls had

w avout on 1hkelr faces every-

whete,  weaping baczuke Lthelr fezllngs

avpre hiort. It would wot do to try that
stoond U

; me.
Al last the Lord High Chamberlain
arose, His eyes were shut, for he hud
(oolor flseasn  He prope that
¥ mner 1 conenlt the white witeh.

Ever wald vew thers were no
- eontre Yo oand ff owus evident

marg < not Mg olse Lo be done.
It » mprerd thal the king and the
Jord xh (hamteclals should visit the
wiifeh wiich ot p'clock the nexi after-
L omova

h#

be the Black.,” sald the chiel of detec-
“hecaune whatever 18 not Whita

It wan agreedl to take the White
Witch into cusiody.
| This was of course. very unfontu-
I nnte, hecause she might rafuse in com-
s=quence to give advice, ol whith the
feountry stopd in nead:  but the lnw
| had to be mointained.

The chifef of pollce =zaid Ke would go

|and  summon the police departmeant

|and the patrol wagon. But the King

| thought he and the Lond High Chamn-

| beriain might Just as well tnke her be-

|tween them in the ¢haise; she was a
tamall thin witch, and basides in the
case of & witch it is never safz2 to de-
jay an arrest

| This wiloh, belag @ White Wilteh,
| kept no black cat. Instead she had
| twelve white robhing, who chimed and

|sang on A silver perch above her

hearth,

| ‘When the poor witch, bound hand’

fand foot with-silvar chaing, wad being
driven rapidly to the city, theps twelve
white robins  NMuitsred uaround  the
chajse, making ories of distrogs. Thoy
puited jt ont &nd looked at the index.

mer @ Up tnd Gawn

the {lowrr bediin F

her parden. [
‘-"_____.._J }f f

The Whosr Winch \u.';] Jj

1

|

even flew in the faces of the king and

the Lopd High berfain,  But the
witeh orderad away. She suld:
“Le . Limeny: Man,

ian

Dixey, Adacy. Ach=ey, Ann,

Do ve my- will, if ye will or not,
__Or—Diminy, Woxy, Niclesy Hot!"
The kst word wag an awful throat

to the vobins, and ther Immedintely
flew o tf-tm hood-of the chalse, and
wore

The witch was very meek with her

n at all, but efly te Magic,
she had submitted to be ohained
ward.

.Wu.lﬂ.m kb
old a5 the heart of sn
chalned

knew what would happen.,

Very soon there was o fiir dimong the
Aells wilh feelings:
came running te the doar, l

“We are called” they dried out joy- | Santa Claus''
fully, #nd gan out in the road with n|
swish. of golden locks and a flutter of swered the officinl, taking the  letter
All the rezt of the dalls | auickly from Oto's hand. “Thew 15 a
follawed as fast as they eonll, aid the
jumping-jiccks tumbled ont the  doore,
and the stampede of various animals

All thut day all the carpenters {n Degan, and the ratile of the Jittle wag-
the city worked hurd bullding a great onE #dnd sleds :
store-house next

O conrse'" criad the Xing: and he
was 0 oderjoyed
chigf of police and embraced him. and
guve him a pear! ring.

was relenied,

Christmas preésents

witch’s house. |  Tumg hefore midnight all the Christ-
She sald thal must be dane, If she was mas presents were ont of the White .
I Witch's storehouse, and safe in their | the Bunday school Inst Christmas, and
their old owners  came down the chimnay? [ tell wou
her white robbins fiving aroind her, | welcomed them with love and gmti- | what, papa,” ‘he caontinued. “TI0 b

. {Banta Clats ta this Istter
1l the bellz in the steeples rang for |t g8t some fun out of (- 1
lected, and In every one she repeated Chriztmas, and for joy,
|epldemic of distontent was aver.
White Witch shutithe storehouse door,
|and went into her own hopse, She sat
down bheside her own herxrth and knii-

|t rendsf nny assistance,
Allday long the White Witch, with own homes wherd

the houses tuile

Liwn, Timlmey,
Dizey, Adney, Achsey, Ann,
Do ye my will, if ye will or will pnot,

The Christms.s presenss
ock wathe 1ot house

."' fi_]r

of the W:‘\ILE;

| of elther Black dr White Magie” :-‘u:t'i‘!l

Or—Diminy, Woxy, Nicl
The Jast was an awful
thie Christnms

§ 1
oy, Hotl' ted on the apchltsotural luce. while rhe

Nrogt. but twely= whita robins sal on thelr sflver
under- |perch ind =sgng a Christmah carol

TH: dolls whs hid feelings, trembled;
and nodded and said. 3

The Jumplng jncks curtesied so desply
with their rattling dofnts
turned somersauits
the penny whistles blew and all th's
irks tried to
kneel and foll an thelr nosss, then over
on thelir siles.

A POSTOFFICE SAMNTA CLAUS,

Fifs Adventure At
By Herbert D. Wnril

Mr. Vandorpuol sat at his dosk, in
= had been ap-
pointed A few months ogo postmaster

At nightfall the Whits Witeh wine | Of the great cliy where he had won
She fed her white roblins with |2 fortune and a reputation for wise
vice, and made herself o dish of white | benevolanne.
Then she fung the doots of the
new siorchogse sride
down by the heirith and knlited lon
her architectural
She knew wall shat
She hod commanded all the |
Christmas prizsénts (o Ao her willoand |
her wiil was that they should comé to
het the gecond that Aoy discontent was
exprassad with them. e

It 'was very early, as early as the !
fimgt Christmas tres
when the White Witeh luid do
architcetural ace and lstpnad. T
Wis a strange din ont in the road, and |
it grew loutler and touder, } B

Presently ane could distinzulsh aqulte |
plainty, the tread of hundreds of Hitle |
kld-shoil feot. nnd the tiny Inmenta-
tins of the dolip with  feelings, ‘The
pretty fude girl dolls amd the Mhay | =
dolls run ahend panting and sabhing: | f¢
& voung lndy dolls and 0
een | d the hivide dolls holding |
bﬂ'wf saiin traink out of the il

The drums beat,

his private office.

It was oy of the mpat
jmportant postal centres in the coun-
try and he had accopted the responsi-
bility with consolsncs and enthigiisny.

A mll, hindsame biy of fftin sood
e window, drumming on the (vine,

rod and fitty

@ Stupll place. He had bhan
‘there twenty-four hours., :
',". its awfully duil here now,

hind &oﬂ!r mentioned

Otto charted on with thot fesling of

|intelleaton] supelfority to the rest of
Then she opened the doors and sat|the universe that was sharad In com-
flawn near them and knltted her archi- mon by every member of the preperg-
Sh'g'| tory elass of the great Fronklin acad-

emy.
"Look here, papa,” he said, pleking

tham {oul & stained snvelope. "I'm going to
|open this and see whint he wants of

“Lam afrald vou can't, ' my =son,” an-

penalty for any one who op=ns o lettsr
not addressed: to himself ™

Otto draw back with 4 ook of disap-
pointment. Then he Inughed

“Bee hore) he said. I'm just as

muth Santa Claus as apy one.  Dom't
vou remember [ was Santn Olans fo.

Enow

He put out his hand, hig [hee gleam-
ing with the Instantangous enthusissm
and determination natural 1o a high-
spirited Iad.

“But, de you  koow  what  that
means?” asked Mr Vanderpool laugh-
ing at the boy's qulitk exfutlon of the

rights, you must fulml Santa laas'

writer whatever he asks for.'
“Well, can’t 17 laughed Otto.
“How much moaney have vou brought

poal

Tho boy bithis lp., Ha pot his hand
in hig pocket and puiled out three one
venl. peices,

father with affected saverily. “You will
hnve to give up something  [see . no
athér wey, once you take the letier.
What will yon give gp?

Mo expocted a now palr of elub
shitles or a palr of fur gloves or some
superfluous. luxiry that poor  boys
do not think of getting. 1t was o short
srprugsle, Then his face brightened.

“L tell you what, Tl give up wvour
Christmas to ma, father. Now [ét's
have the letter

I you devole the emount 1 have
plenred for your Christmias to this
playing Saptid Clps, yon musn'l ax-
pecl any ‘mete," mid the postmasier,
"¥ou understand thot, Otio?"

“Thon. vou cladm thig letter to be
alfdrossed to vouT  You pre  Santh
Claus to (£

“Yes, sure op"

The phstmaster opened hls pocket-
haok. taok out & ten-dollnr bill and Liia
It on the envelope, and handed both
to his son.

Ofto had chopen (the smallest envel-
ope af the lot, and ons addressad in the
largest hand. He fore i apen now.
It was wrjtten in pencil and the writ-
ing sprawled up and down hil reganrd-
lesn of the valed lnes;

“dore santa Claws, Im Onle & 1fke]
Gurl. plose gl Mam A new Thrats
I''don want Nothin inesalf oz, § Kin
awaller,  your Frind

carty miggs 24 guld Strer”

Ottn looksd ol the, letisar which he
had Jaboriously declohsmed. ar e fen
dollar bill, and at the nostmastier, ond
then witired o low whistle,

;.'a\_ new thront™ he exclaimed. "FIow
—~ln—

But' the agirance of o partly gentle-

man intsernptod © the parolesed ad

Hiz father made o mation 0 him,
withdeaw; and, =muffing th= jet il
the hill Into Ni= kel the -

nodnt=d Banth Clats wallied ont. faels

g o the first time {n his Hfe e
weight of o perplexing responsbilits:
: !

“Exsuse me. Buts doooyou know
whete: Chvre Migss lvas?™

Otto, Vandemion! had been: sarefally
taught to ke 0ff "8 hat wheneser
he addressed o lndr.  As 1o uskKied this
nuestion, he bagod nis head gabantly

duy. on_ which ‘our stery opinw anid
thn locality was Gald struce
What a nama for an alley'l This
wits (O¢'s | first descant  inta  what
gomg call the “slums” The oty known
1 Lim cousisted of stonédfron! man-
aioge, parksl fine chitohes and bni-
Hant stores. From these black, hallow,
diriy wooden tenements whoss mouths
breathed farth shocking odors—Irom
the narrow pathwiay skirting garbars
heapa and mounting over Enawhanis,
and winding over singhhoten wnd hulk
ritthed, ash barTsls, Otfo recolied: with
the zensitlveness of the cleanly born
fidd Divd.

Was A Yery TopRi streef,  in tha

ivering urchins were playing aboit
i;—ﬁ %}a 1, 7 hobbling alpn,

ol e s

pearsd ovar the clerk's.

BOY TORE DO Wodl
hind on my shil

baxa
m

“Bhe'll know Sanly
s him™ The eirl turned and began
(2 hohble along the strat !
e hesiated,.  “'1I'I1 go
and zét father und maks Bim go with
tma” he declded.

Carry Miges turned, and seelng him
pRUsS, prused ton,

“Unntoher ‘want to same niong of
me? 1 thing Mam would be pleased 1n
the Gald etreet  giel added
with her hest
sumphin grown inta her thioat She
can’t swaller*

“Why dan't yom gor a doctor?”
manded the boy thobghtlesals.

“"Them doctors have to have monev.”
replled Carry Miggs, cogentiy
he pald one, but was killed off a lad-
déer st Ssprlember”
R maner of et tone thnt suck Outo
as heartlers, . He was not usad (o the
sufferings of the poor, or to their quist
Wiys of bearing troubla.
prooead el
Miggs calmly.
They hain't pald me yot tar me last
lot: Tle reg'lar price i2 n cent aplece,
They docked me lass
give me BAI an it ain'l 0o use now.'
excinimed

nno one

Otto, lenked at

: " He tapped
§.  “Your Intter 1o

"The Httle #irl, so young in sise and
sh ol in face, who hid bean forced (o
beg untll =hs bad been run gver. who
now #ewed bottonholea doy and night
W cent= n hundreq for
her meagre living, was dnly two years
younzger than Otto

L dlda’t write ot shie sald with a
toss of her hntless head. 1 wrole (o
.1 never wrots mobody
pefore, Mam's awful sk We hnven't
., Tm two days’ be-

“On your shiets?" echoed Otto, look-
ing both dazed and amagsd,
"1 msake ‘button
shirts xplatnod Carry M
far' Buspeader Prothers
their old hands. You =min't
She ended with monmtul tri-
omph, as If ahe had mearéd 4 point

in  Munoe
'L saw
on® of nearer to his father’s chalr, and drew
Sinty

“Yes [am." answered Ofto, drawing
himssll gp Imporanily
See, el _that your letter?’
Brougiit out the solled and erumpled | pave
“Eow would this come to
mie. 0T, weren't Santa ClausT* ]
Hitle origple fpoked at the boy sHentis
Her childlike f=ith
Christmas saint, and tha cafmmen senide
that bardsiip had koocked inta her,
betiled for eznvemasys in hor canfuged |
mind, But heéré wae her lérter; and
bere he had| come Into Gold strest s
What was one of “Sospender
Brothers' oldest hands" o thlnk of the

"“You, bet, 1|

in the traditional

The young zentlemsn stood towering
rmilling upom - her ns
Bants
would do; only he had no lome whits
heard, and-no pack tpon his shoulders
with toys selilking out,
rimmad with oehite fir, ne che
hadl been trught o the shop windows

Mam'™ gha matd
when she

and no reindear

“Eh'n’ | pot

Bhe said this in

time; an" only

the forman. he savs the work
in poor, sn’ he'll only 'pay me half,
WaF [y m to be dooked. an” I ex-
linder  hard
to work

the child of misery

fn. He found his fatherin {he library.

tapked the postmuster wilh an

The

Clans

a-

“Faiher

Cares
buttonbolrs

Mta,

It

“I've seen \hem™ he hegan %
“DUE 3y make the woman Swalies”

gent smile.

Then Onte told hi= wlory and Me.
Vanderponl listened sériously to the pa-
thetie tale and saw that tha sight of
nuflaring Lad pude more of & man of
his boy,

1 promised (o bring you tomoarrow,
papst announced the postoffice Sante
Clae with o ‘quick: breath, “Vou wil
g ard you will really help them.™

“ am 100 hisy tomorTow,” =ald his
father thoaghifully, “and you otfé godng
out of tswn with ¥our mothar th spend
anristmus with Uncle Fred™

“HuUt yoir people cin't starve op the

}S‘lﬂ yoir loft themn Later wa will weo*

“But 1 promised her, papa.” insistet
Otte. [ ean’l brepk my word'

A tender look touched 1hs  father's
face, HIs 2yer raressad Wi son as ther

yrextad upon Bim in the dark. Otto did

not e=d their expression.  He came

himeslf to his full sight of fve feut
foar, amd’ saki studlly, almast menac-
tngly :

“You dnn't ssem 10 understand, papa,
that I promissd.”

“H vou huve given your word, [ witl

Helsend & clerk to Carry Mizss thmor-

“Eut. papa. won't you g0 yoursetl tha
day milves Tou now If vou sand mo
awny o Unels Fred’s' dontinged Otia
with ‘a lmugh;, “‘vou'll have to be
Santa Clans substiiute"

It was the following Juns, Otio had
refurned home for his summer vaoa-
tian. For the first few months of separ-
atlon ha had inserted (n his irregubar
Ietters 1o his father requests that his=

nlagerE I Gold strest ahoukd revetve
sntlon that o reldbls Sanm
would give. Bur as these sug-
seemind to be systemotically
ignored, he graduzlly: omitted ‘them

amd it gmust be gonfessed  that  his
senoal 2 finnily vabb=d his bovish
bsy (002301 v Christrmus noldant.

AS ould have (b h#s had

ol heen at home dinees  Chrilsimas
wedle, The Euster vacation had béan
=pentl with his unele ngain, and he and
hiz father had sot met sinee Chrikt-

! mas day.

But now h# was st home again. His
muother had kiesad him, and erisd over
him, amnd his father had sald: "“"Wall,
well, Otio; My denr boy.'—and the
thres had all gons out o dellcious
unech, especially provided for Otto, all
falking together, and hughing when
suddenly Otto's mind leaped over from
his awn Joyvous and Inxurijous lot to
that of the jong-forgotten misery In
Gold  street

“I'm golng to-s#s Chrry Miggs. papa,
after Innch,” was the frst thing hes
sald when he sat down tp the table
“1 ‘'am awfully afraid hWer mother s
fdead. Did you go and see her, papa?
Yoau naver told me"

H amy iy willing you should
Ao =adkd Mr wierpanl with & qulck
glanv= al hix wifs which was myster-
jously returned o did oot cateh
1h|,=-i'h -play. He leaned back Juxwir-
Lo

“Ito a0 nice to be home? he said
“Sehool &5 tlen, but thin js bettar™

‘T am glp] you think #4," ohasryad
Mrs. Vanderpool with an &ir of abs
soiptlen in something #lve. “'You may
serve Lhe suup yne =wja. glsnang .
the maid who had jJust come s wnd
tood at the door of the bulles'a pan-
try, He®ind Otto's chair,

= d stepped to Otta's sids and
ate hefors him Al she Ald a0,
& loaked araund, and then, “its Cars
i he madd, Jumping up. “Mamma,
Migzge™ He looked from one

I'm going
st e hava
becauss the (It It's &ildressed to me now, You

problem. “'If 3ou clalm Santa Cluus'z

dutlen.  Youn wll have to give the

with gon?" demanded Mri Vandar-

YHow do yod expect 1o Be Santd
Clans with but 3 centa? continned his

HE TOOK OUT HIS

POCKET DOOK.

pertareTs,
fai¥ fur b= kast
d By milk fHur Mam
[ ain’l got any tmazc now'—
ghe was Ho
Iz Kinder

LRI

Mam don't Enow,
D, =4 I wrots to Binia
She stoopad, for her chin aufversd.

Otta Blinked his oyes, 2nd be gulped
n A Ing [rog Ia Wis throst, an he
his  Wwarm

“Mam

guest

it wan the afierneon of the same:

phe ool
m:g.\d them diving

cd 0 dogr. OVaty

periltied, 10 he

tetter. 1 toll
Thit fiE

t im the day tima it wos |
voly emipty. A few rnmn:‘l._ ¢

him ‘ﬁnmh oitohed criten |
011 1
was: the mﬂ;-wvﬁ'::_r on,ﬁﬂml'

He did oot kaow what o say

“It ain’t snomach matter about me,
=il the cripple gently. 1 ean swal
er, B oean el Bread an’
they'd only pay mse
shirtz =o's 1 o

1] =

! SWen’t ‘ehe come up and wes Mam?Y
woent  timidly:
walle {owd' she - sxclaimed, B8 she hob-
Lleg abead, whan

waali) f.r_t't-r"
winking hik syes olsic, and colling her| 4

Hiack
fights the crigple climbed.
‘That human beings
in a hive Nke this was & vovelatian
to the Jad of spirelous and
sailwinys AL the
ppped oy breu,
into darkness. opon
eyE wiors hin

i

mn't| bhit ve

shippery
Otin {ol-

=ppatad |
xirl |

upan

Ty

o the other in stupefad
AS for i Mitle girl, s
Mt wilh hewildenment tn every fea.
Her iohin guiverad. then her
or camc Jike the mae of sunwef,
then #he put up her hands to her
fnte and buret Into sobs. HShe had no
cruteh - pow.,  mnd  lmpuisively  sha
turted, and hurried with an almost
Impareaptible Hmp out of the dintng
room.  Even thitough two, dlossd doors,
otit coubd hoar her quivering voien:
“Mam! Mam! ©Our young gentlemun
lsrmy Banty Qleog. O déar. On degy !
“It means” mid Mol Vanderpodl,
wiping awas a fartive tear. “Tt manns
ur father had them beath fadien
Ioxpiind and Mre Miggs is

0. Lthe

e
Gnally | e and Carry can walk without

erutch.  The doctor msays she will be
she grows alder. M=
in to help our laundreas,
leamning o he our tahie

and Cammy

taizl, 'She sats t6 School in the moroing
would live |3Rd 8 doing finely. That J= our sur-

prise for you, Otto: we have kspt |t
aix monthe, and we were afraid every
Mmament that vou wonld find it out
simiahow. They ddn't Enow thHnt we=

-

| helonged to their Sania Claus. That is

gstomed to ke [OUr surpris= for them

ihe corpec of the fire-

tic ronm  he aw @ e,

which o fAEure lay gupl

Carmy ran as fost s

sr mother's - ’

i ghe gliafully exclalms
ta Claus rOAw

s he soutd”

The pantry: door opsndéd, and a

lw-'_xm:n looked dAiffidently in. Her mis-

tresn nodded to her.  Otto bzheld the

e, three ;¢m|wnman whem, he hiwd st peen gasplng
side.

ker slarvinge life awsy upon the straw
pallet in the ienement In Gold attost.
“I only wanied Lo see the wnung

igent. Mum," she sud  apologetically,
up and turnel | VIte o happy Qay fur us when y& goe
thha tiresholdl i my Carry's Jett=r. God blesa ye, My,
ltﬁ(f_ell m!;:ek{ Olinr

syvems  of donghing,

. ‘He thought th=/

Df1's cyies besan Lo/ blink ominousty.
O1 might have ploked oul asy dther

eyes. Hatler,” ke mid modestly.

"But ye 0t reitemted  Mex
Migegs, putiihg her apron up . to her
foe. “Wa fiever suspsacts our young
genfloman hete waa

tory " :
rTY¥, pass




